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Linda’s Organizing Tip for December 2007:

Family Gatherings: A Time for Sharing:

Every Thanksgiving, my family travels to Dalton, Georgia to the welcoming and spacious home of my brother,
Marty and his wonderful family. My mother, my sister and her family come too, and we all enjoy being together
and sharing connections.

Our time there is brief, as we arrive on Thanksgiving Thursday, around lunchtime and leave mid-morning on
Sunday. Therefore, we hurry to fit in all the connecting and fun activities we like to do together. There can be
anywhere between 13-16 of us each year, and as the children grow to include significant others of their own, the
group changes and enlarges.

This year, Marty decided to try something different. He said he often feels the weekend goes by so fast that he
doesn’t always find out about what each of us is doing. So this year he created the First Annual Catalano-
Goldstein-Groat-Michaels Family Seminar. This was a schedule of events to occur throughout Saturday and
Sunday which allowed for each person present to have a time to share the things that are important to them. At
first, | have to admit, | was a little skeptical. Even with my planful nature, | thought “WHAT??? Itll never work.”
But | was wonderfully surprised. With a lot of light-hearted kidding, this visit turned into a spectacular tapestry of
information shared by people of all ages.

If you are not sure what | am talking about, don’t worry.
Below is an annotated sample of the schedule of events.
| offer my deepest thanks to Marty, who graciously
allowed me to share this “tip” with my audience. Please
keep in mind, that although the times were posted we did
not always follow them exactly. It did remind us to be
sure to get a chance to hear that person’s program and
we actually accomplished everything on this agenda. Not
everyone participated in each event, but everyone had
fun and learned something new about each other. It was
our best visit ever and we have been going for 13 years!

Have a wonderful Holiday season,
and a Happy, Healthy New Year!
If you need help with organizing, simply call Linda.

These tips are for sharing!
Please forward to others interested in organizing ideas.

| welcome all feedback about these articles. Please feel free to e-mail me anytime.
Unsubscribe by sending me an e-mail with “No Thanks” in the subject line.
Previous month’s tips can be viewed at www.simplybacktobasics.com.

This article may be reprinted or reposted on a non-exclusive basis as long as Linda Groat's name and contact information is included.
I would appreciate an e-mail saying how the info was used. Thank you.
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First Annual Catalano-Goldstein-Groat-Michaels Family Seminar

Thursday, November 22:

November 22-25, 2007

Welcome Reception and Dinner

Free Time (see Cindy, who is in charge of hosting anyone wanting to use the hot tub)

Friday, November 23:

Black Friday: A guided tour of Dalton’s best Day After Thanksgiving Sales
(This event was poorly attended; rumor is even the facilitator didn’t show up!)
Slow Jogging with Brayden: 2-4 miles along Brayden’s favorite Fall paths
Moose Encounters of the Third Kind: My fulfillment of a lifelong dream

(A narrated slide show)

Children’s Theatre in Boulder, CO (View a DVD of a play Amanda directed)
Violin Concert (age 13)

Five Tips for Keeping Your Car running..... or...... The 2" 100,000 miles
What'’s in the Family Closet: An Update on My Genealogy Research
Presentation of the Annual Craft Activity: 2007 Pet Rocks (pictured above)

Time: Facilitator: Title:
5AM Sue

7 AM Brayden (the dog)

9 AM Cindy

9:30 AM Amanda

1:15 PM Matthew

1:30 PM Jim

1:45 PM Grandma Judy

2:15 PM Sue

Free Time

9 PM Marty, Jim, Amanda

Saturday, November 24

Beer and Blues, Musical Event (Marty piano, Amanda and Jim vocals)

Time: Facilitator: Title:
7 AM Brayden (the dog) Slow Jogging with Brayden: 2-4 miles along Brayden'’s favorite Fall paths
9 AM Alex, Hannah, Drew New Technologies for Dummies: A guide to text messaging, I-pods & open Q&A
9:59 AM Marty Laundry Technology: Where do all the single socks go?
10:00AM Eric NanoTechnology News (view 30 sec. videos of Eric’s work projects)
10:30AM Linda Adoption Update: How much longer?? Behind the scenes of China Adoption
11:15AM Matthew “If P, then Q" An Intro to Logic---if you follow me (UB gifted math)
1PM Mary Alice Cats in Hats
(A narrated slide show featuring our cats wearing foam hats made by Mary Alice
1:30PM Linda Window to Hawaii (a narrated slide show of our summer trip)
2:00PM Marty A report on an epidemic of uninsured children in Georgia
(A DVD documentary featuring Marty)
Free Time
7PM Relaxing in the family room, music, games, movie
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